
MARYLAND MOTOR VEHICLE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
AUTOMOTIVE DISMANTLER AND 
RECYCLER/SCRAP PROCESSOR SEMINAR 



MARYLAND VEHICLE LAW 15-501 THRU 15-514 

 15-501 – Definitions 
 Automotive Dismantler and Recycler – means a person in the business of: 

 Dismantling, destroying or scrapping any vehicle for the purpose of selling 
any of its usable parts or 

 Otherwise acquiring vehicles for the benefit of their parts or the materials 
 notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, and reference to a wrecker in 

any statute, rule, or regulation shall apply to an Automotive Dismantler and 
Recycler. 

 Scrap Processor – means a person in a business: 
 Has facilities for processing iron, steel, and nonferrous scrap metal; and 
 The principal product of which is scrap iron, scrap steel and nonferrous scrap 

for sale only for re-smelting purposes.  
 Vehicle – means any vehicle, or the body or chassis of any vehicle that is to be 

dismantled, destroyed or scrapped. 
 



VEHICLE ACQUIRED BY THE AUTOMOTIVE DISMANTLER AND 
RECYCLER (AD&R)   

 An AD&R may take ownership of a vehicle when: 
 A Certificate of Title or other evidence of ownership 

does not exist and  
 The AD&R has held the vehicle in their possession for 

30 days from the date the vehicle was acquired. 



THE AD&R PROCESS… 

 The AD&R must make a reasonable attempt to locate the vehicle 
owner(s) and the secured party (if applicable) 

 The AD&R must send a certified letter to the owner(s) and lien 
holder(s) notifying them of the AD&R’s intention to dispose of the 
vehicle. 

 If the owner(s) or lien holder(s)does not respond within a 10 day 
period, the AD&R can assume ownership of the vehicle. 

 The AD&R submits either a Certificate of Authority (CS-078) or an 
Assumption of Ownership Application(CS-94) along with an 
Application for a Salvage Certificate (VR-28). 

 A Salvage Certificate will be issued in the name of the AD&R. 



Certificate of Authority (CS-078) to 
dispose of an abandoned motor 
vehicle to an Automotive Dismantler 
and Recycler or Scrap Processor. 
This form is strictly used to 
dispose of vehicles that have been 
towed at the request of a police 
agency.   



Assumption of Ownership by 
an Automotive Dismantler or 
Scrap Processor (CS-094) is 
completed by an AD&R or 
Scrap Processor 

 
Used to apply for a Salvage 
Certificate for a vehicle in your  
possession for more than 30 
days. 
 
That is acquired by other 
means other than at the request 
of the police agency. 



Indemnity Agreement (CS-
081) completed by a tow 
company when transferring a 
vehicle to an AD&R or Scrap 
Processor. 
 
Used in conjunction with the 
CS-094 and retained by the 
AD&R’s. 

Note - CS-81 cannot be used 
as an ownership document 



Auctioneer’s Sales Receipt for 
Police Sales of Abandoned Vehicles 
Only (VR-112) is issued by law 
enforcement to the purchaser of an 
abandoned vehicle at public 
auction.   
Used to obtain a Salvage 
Certificate in the purchaser’s name. 
 



APPLICATION PROCESS 
The Application for a 
Salvage Certificate/Owner 
Retention(VR-028) is 
submitted if applying for a  
Salvage Certificate.  



FORMS 
 CS-78 Certificate of Authority (to dispose of an abandoned 

Motor Vehicle to an Automotive Dismantler and Recycler or 
Scrap Processor. 

 CS-79 Automotive Dismantler & Recycler Inventory Report – 
obsolete – must use RAPID. 

 CS-81 Indemnity Agreement. (cannot be used as an ownership 
document. 

 CS-94 Assumption of Ownership by Automotive Dismantler or 
Scrap Processor. 

 CS-103  Reassignment for Destruction/Immediate Disposal – 
This form must be used until replaced by RAPID. 

 VR-28 Application for a Salvage Certificate. 
 VR-112 Auctioneer’s Sales Receipt for Police Sales of 

Abandoned Vehicles. 



AD&R PROCESS LIST 

http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+13-101.1
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+13-506
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+25-204
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+25-205
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+25-209
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+15-511
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+25-209
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+25-207
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=11.12.07.01.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=11.12.07.01.htm
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+15-509
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+15-511
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Md.+TRANSPORTATION+Code+Ann.+%A7+15-511
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=11.12.03.05.htm


OWNERSHIP DOCUMENTS 
 

Documentary evidence acceptable to the Motor Vehicle 
Administration as proof of ownership of a vehicle. 
 
 Certificate of Title 
 Salvage Certificate 
 CS 78 - Certificate of Authority to Dispose of an Abandoned Vehicle 
 CS 94 - Assumption of Ownership by an AD&R or Scrap Processor  
 VR-112 – Auctioneer’s Sales Receipt for Police Sales of Abandoned Vehicles 

 
 CS 81 - INDEMNITY AGREEMENT CANNOT BE USED AS AN OWNERSHIP 

DOCUMENT  
 



MARYLAND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 

A Maryland or out-of-state 
Certificate of Title is  
acceptable as proof of 
ownership. 



MARYLAND SALVAGE CERTIFICATE 
      A Maryland or out-of-state  
      Salvage Certificate is  
      acceptable as proof of  
      ownership. 



CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY (CS-078) 



ASSUMPTION OF OWNERSHIP (CS-094) 



AUCTIONEER’S SALES RECEIPT FOR POLICE 
SALES OF ABANDONED VEHICLES (VR-112) 



REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

 To participate in the Drivers Automated Record 
System(DARS), please contact the DARS unit at 
410-787-7758.  Information regarding enrollment 
and contacts will be sent to you. 



CONTACT S 

Compliance Manager 
Business Licensing and Consumer Services Division 
(410) 768-7034  dfields@mva.maryland.gov 
 
Section Manager, Compliance Unit 
Business Licensing and Consumer Services Division 
410-762-5047  wjohnson@mva.maryland.gov 



MVA WEBSITE 

  
 Be sure to visit the MVA Website at 

www.mva.maryland.gov/businessservices 
to view this presentation.   

 



REVIEW 
 Indemnity Agreement (CS-81) is not acceptable as an ownership.  Can not 

accept any vehicle without evidence of ownership. 
 
 An ownership document is defined as a title, a salvage certificate, a CS 78 - 

Certificate of Authority to Dispose of an Abandoned Vehicle, a CS 94 - 
Assumption of Ownership by an AD&R or Scrap Processor or a Bill of Sale  

 
 An AD&R must have an ownership document and indemnity agreement for 

each vehicle in their possession and/or assigned to a Scrap Processor for 
destruction.  A copy of a valid Identification must be attached to the 
indemnity agreement.   

 
 A Scrap Processor must retain the ownership documents and indemnity 

agreements for all vehicles that have come into their possession and/or 
shredded.   
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